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Early Childhood Advisory Council Meeting  
February 15, 2024, immediately following the SCFS Board of Trustees Meeting  

SC First Steps 
Minutes 

 

Council Members  Present (13):   
Dr. Robert Bank Mary Anne Scott Sen. Greg Hembree 
Jacque Curtin Dr. Edward Simmer Constance Holloway 
Mary Lynne Diggs Sue Williams Robert Kerr 
Matthew Ferguson Dr. Amy Williams, Vice Chair 
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needs.  ICC members were asked to review data points to see if they fit criteria, if they reflected the 
needs that are important for children and families, and if other data points should be added.  The 
focus should be on the right data points, not an exhaustive number.  Richard and Oliver will share a 
tool, likely a survey, for ICC members to provide feedback about the data.  

ICC members also discussed opportunities to share information through papers or podcasts.  
Shared papers could describe complexity of issues and solutions impacting young children and their 
families. ICC could work on projects (papers, infographics, podcasts) that represent each of the Birth 
through Five Plan goals that directly impact families: South �'�E�V�S�P�M�R�E�…�W���]�S�Y�R�K�I�W�X���G�L�M�P�H�V�I�R���E�V�I���L�I�E�P�X�L�]��
�E�R�H���W�E�J�I�����7�S�Y�X�L���'�E�V�S�P�M�R�E�…�W���]�S�Y�R�K�I�W�X���G�L�M�P�H�V�I�R���E�V�I���E�G�X�M�Z�I�P�]���W�Y�T�T�S�V�X�I�H���F�]���X�L�I�M�V���J�E�Q�M�P�M�I�W���E�R�H��
�G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�X�M�I�W�����7�S�Y�X�L���'�E�V�S�P�M�R�E�…�W���G�L�M�P�H�V�I�R���E�V�V�M�Z�I���E�X���W�G�L�S�S�P���V�I�E�H�]���X�S���V�I�E�G�L���X�L�I�M�V���L�M�K�L�I�W�X���T�S�X�I�R�X�M�E�P���� 

ICC UPDTES AND OPPORTUNITIES   
ICC members shared information relating to bills and changes under consideration in the State 
Legislature as well as opportunities and news relating to their respective agencies.  
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:40 AM.  
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Report on Early Childhood Advisory Council  Activities  
April  2024 

 
Research, Strategy, and Data Governance 
�����������4�V�S�K�V�I�W�W���6�I�T�S�V�X���S�R���7�S�Y�X�L���'�E�V�S�P�M�R�E�…�W���&�M�V�X�L���X�L�V�S�Y�K�L���*�M�Z�I���4�P�E�R 
Following approval of priorities at the February ECAC meeting, the plan is ready for dissemination . 
 
Family and Community Leadership:  A Facilitated Discussion 
ECAC members are invited to learn more about Family Voice Council work and then share their 
perspectives about the early childhood system as community leaders. Rachal Hatton-Moore, Two-
Generation Systems Manager, will facilitate this learning and listening  session in May. 
 
Family-Centered Practice 
Ready for Kindergarten: A Guide for South Carolina Families 
�x Concept �M�R�M�X�M�E�P�P�]���H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�I�H���F�]���X�L�I���)�'�%�'�…�W���4�E�P�Q�I�X�X�S���4�V�I-K Transitions Workgroup with 

technical assistance provided by the Education Commission of the States  
�x Includes content and resources from the SC Department of Education, Family Connection of 

SC, the Carolina Fa
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�x Public School eligible: 10,384 
�x First Steps 4K eligible: 8,011 
�x SC DSS Working Families Child Care Scholarship eligible: 4,284 

 
First Five SC 
�x 



Centering Family and Provider Voice
Across the Early Childhood System in South Carolina

Helping children thrive means working in partnership with the people we serve: the parents and caregivers of our state’s 
young children. At the Early Childhood Advisory Council, we are committed to listening, responding to, and honoring their 
knowledge and expertise, as well as the knowledge and expertise of those who serve them. We further our commitment 
by listening in ways that are efficient and respectful, like through surveys, focus groups, and large meetings. 

We have heard from 10,000+ respondents, including 7,600+ parents



School 
District  

Included Programs  Type of Integration Testing Status 
Anticipated 
Launch Date 

Allendale �x PreK 3
�x PreK 4

Cognito Forms Secure 
Account 

�8�I�W�X�I�H�����E�[�E�M�X�M�R�K���¼�R�E�P��
revision and acceptance 

4/29/2 024 

Beaufort �x Child Find Developmental
Screenings

�x Early Childhood Special
Services

�x Family Literacy/Adult
Education

�x Parents as Teachers
�x Pre-Kindergarten Traveling

Preschool Bus

Cognito Forms Secure 
Account 

Tested, �E�[�E�M�X�M�R�K���¼�R�E�P��
revision and acceptance 

4/29/2 024 

Richland 2 �x Montessori Magnet at Pontiac
(Information page only)

�x Preschool

PowerSchool Enrollment Application and integration 
possibility in development  

4/29/2 024 

Williamsburg �x 4K CERDEP Cognito Forms Secure 
Account 

�8�I�W�X�I�H�����E�[�E�M�X�M�R�K���¼�R�E�P��
revision and acceptance 

4/29/2 024 

York 1 �x Parenting Partnerships and
Family Resource Center

�x 4-Year-Old CERDEP Program

Cognito Forms Secure 
Account / Final Forms 
possibility  

Application and integration 
possibility in development  

4/29/2 024 



13


	AllListening-OnePager-v2.pdf
	Slide Number 1


