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PDG Needs Assessment Collaborative



PDG Needs Assessment 2019

▪Three strategies (January-



PDG Needs Assessment 2020-2023

▪ Four strategies (April 2020-April 2023)
▪ Parent/Caregiver Survey (n=2,727)

▪ Identified level of need based on 2019 priorities and strategic plan
▪ Parent/Caregiver Interviews (n=38)

▪ Triangulated survey findings, sought strategies to meet needs
▪ Early Childhood Educator Survey Pilot (n=353)

▪ UėğŪƯňĹňğėŪğğėƣŵĹğėƷĐñƯŵƛƣ͕ğėƷĐñƯŵƛƣ͵ƘğƛĐğƘƯňŵŪŵĹĐłňşėƛğŪ͵ƣŪğğėƣ
▪ Stakeholder Meetings (n=158)

▪ Shared findings, sought strategies to meet needs

▪ Identified highest level needs overall and by specific 
groups





Needs in Early Learning & Development



Important Aspects of Early Care/Education

If you are considering, have considered, or are currently enrolled in an early care and education 
program for your child, how important are the following aspects to you? % Important N

Health and safety aspects 99.4 2589
Physical space (cleanliness, spaciousness) 99.1 2589
Teacher characteristics 98.8 2604
Program policies/rules 98.0 2626
Balance of play and academics 98.0 2591
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Early Learning & Development Interview Data

Needs

Enhance child care availability and offerings

Provide resources to support educational development at home 

Engage fathers in their children’s education 



Needs in Health and Wellbeing



Parent/Caregiver Adverse Experiences

Have you experienced any of these in the past 5 years? (Select all that apply) % N

None of the above 57.3 1093

Mental illness (e.g., depression) 17.9 341

Housing instability (e.g., difficulty paying rent, too crowded, moving often, staying with others) 16.4 312

Economic hardships (e.g., not having enough food to eat) 15.3 291

Divorce/separation 8.5 163

Chronic physical condition (e.g., physical illness, injury) 7.7 147

Abuse (e.g., physical, emotional, sexual) 6.9 132

Discrimination (e.g., racial, gender-based) 6.4 123

Prefer not to disclose 3.7 71

Not listed, Please specify 2.7 51

Drug or alcohol problem 1.1 21



Health & Wellbeing Interview Data

Needs 

Ensure access to mental and behavioral health resources



Needs in Family and Community
Please indicate the level of help that you and your family need to support your 
child (0-5 years old). % Some or A lot of Help N

Knowing how to be a more effective parent 53.1 1945

Building strong relationships with my child 42.3 1975

Learning how to be an advocate for my child 41.9 1955

Furthering my career education/job training to support my family 41.1 1884

Accessing parenting programs 39.6 1937

Getting my child to activities 30.3 1928

Finding and keeping a job to support my family 29.2 1881

Getting my child to child care services 29.0 1937

Creating a safe and caring environment at home 24.0 1959

Having translation/interpreting services when needed 22.3 1671



Community Safety and Support
Please indicate the agreement levels on the following statements about your 
community. Community means your neighborhood or the area where you live. % Agreement N

My community is safe. 92.8 1956

My community is supportive. 85.6 1731

My community appreciates and respects diversity and cultural differences. 81.6 1687

My community has resources and services for my child. 79.9 1683

My community provides activities that are helpful for my child. 73.1 1663



Family & Community Interview Data

Needs

Increase community activities and engagement to promote diversity and inclusion

Improve accessibility and affordability 



Next Steps

▪Review Needs Assessment and Strategic 
Plan for alignment

▪Gain input/prioritization related to 
strategies to meet highest level needs

▪ Expand workforce study with PDG 
Planning Grant 2023


