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LOCAL PARTNERSHIP PERFORMANCE 

Minimum Qualifications for State Grant Funding, FY24  

Annually, South Carolina First Steps assesses local First Steps partnerships for compliance with minimum 
qualifications across four categories: Governance, 
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PROGRAM STRATEGIES  

• Clients Served: All strategies must serve at least 75% of projected clients or offer  at least 75% of 
projected training  hours. 

• Service slots  that are purchased in advance (i.e., scholarships  operated through SCDSS) must be 
used to a) renew a slot for an existing client, or b) serve a new client for the majority of the 
program year. 

• Targeting Clients at Risk for Early School Failure: Min. 100% 1 risk, 60% 2+ risks (exceptions: 
Family Literacy 100% 1 risk, 80% 2+ risks; Scholarships: 100% 2+ risks unless a waiver is granted 
by SCFS) 

• Staff Qualifications: Staff must be certified in the program model and all required screenings and 
assessments. These certifications must be entered in the FSDC system. Quality Enhancement 
staff must be a certified TA Provider with SC Endeavors. 

• Service Delivery (frequency) of client visits, group meetings or trainings: Average home visits  per 
client: min. 1.8 per month (exception: ParentChild+ min. 6 visits per month).  

• Home visit duration: min. 30 minutes PC+, 45 minutes all other models. 
• Child Care TA visits: min. 2.0 per month for each active provider. 
• Group meetings and trainings: program must offer  the min. required by the model or as outlined in 

the partnership’s Child Care Training Plan. 
• 


